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In early September 2025, masked federal immigration agents from US
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) launched Operation Midway Blitz to arrest undocumented
immigrants (ostensibly “criminal illegal aliens”). This operation continued
through December and involved raiding a wide array of Chicago
neighborhoods, from the Mexican and Latino communities in Pilsen, Little
Village, the South and Southeast Sides to even the Magnificent Mile and River
North in downtown Chicago. ICE was also active in several Chicago suburbs.
Agents’ tactics were often aggressive, using tear gas and force, including in
sensitive zones such as schools, hospitals, and daycares. These activities
prompted protests from some concerned citizens.

This first-ever Chicago Council on Global Affairs survey of the Chicago area
finds that most residents of greater Chicago (or “Chicagoland”) feel that ICE
actions made them less safe, and they sympathize more with the protesters
and immigrants than with ICE agents carrying out orders from the
administration of US President Donald Trump. But as with national
immigration sentiment, there are steep partisan differences on this issue.


https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/chicago-judge-ice-border-patrol-use-of-force-operation-midway-blitz/
https://abc7chicago.com/post/immigration-enforcement-thousands-arrested-deported-ice-agents-border-patrol-operation-midway-blitz-new-records-reveal/18824584/
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/09/08/ice-launches-operation-midway-blitz-honor-katie-abraham-target-criminal-illegal
https://www.wbez.org/immigration/2026/02/20/operation-midway-blitz-effects-latino-neighborhoods-pilsen-little-village-southeast-side
https://www.wbez.org/immigration/2025/09/29/feds-march-into-downtown-chicago-top-border-agent-says-people-are-arrested-based-on-how-they-look
https://www.wbez.org/immigration/2025/09/29/feds-march-into-downtown-chicago-top-border-agent-says-people-are-arrested-based-on-how-they-look

Key Findings

e Majorities across Chicagoland (69% Chicago, 60% Cook County
suburbs, 57% Lake County) say ICE actions make people in the
Chicago region less safe. Similar proportions also say ICE actions
have gone too far.

e Seven in 10 Chicagoans (72%) say they mostly sympathize with
protesters and immigrants over ICE agents, as do roughly six in 10
residents of suburban Cook County (60%) and Lake County (57%).

e Against the backdrop of ICE actions, half or more from Chicagoland
report frequenting immigrant-owned businesses (56% Chicago, 51%
suburban Cook County, 55% Lake County).

e A third of Chicago residents (35%) donated money, supplies, or time
to immigrants or immigrant advocacy groups, and two out of 10
Chicagoans (21%) say they carried a whistle to alert immigrants of
ICE presence. Substantial minorities also report taking actions such
as signing a petition; attending an event or protest; or writing or
speaking to a public official about these issues.

e Reflecting national partisan divides on this issue, there are sharp
differences between Republicans and Democrats. Republicans tend
to say ICE actions have not gone far enough, the presence of ICE
agents make them feel safer, and they sympathize significantly more
with ICE agents over protesters and immigrants.



Chicago is one of the great immigration gateway cities for the United States,
and immigrants have left their mark on the city and in the surrounding
suburbs. These include the immediate suburbs in Cook County (within which
the city of Chicago sits) as well as in the surrounding five “collar counties” of
Lake, McHenry, Kane, DuPage, and Will. Often broadly referred to as
Chicagoland, the area continues a tradition as home to one of the United
States’ “largest and most diverse” immigrant populations.

To better understand how Chicagoland residents think about immigration and
immigrants, and how local attitudes reflect or differ from national opinion, the
Chicago Council on Global Affairs conducted an in-depth survey of local
residents: the Chicagoland Immigration Survey, fielded April 13-23, 2026, in
Cook County (n=1500) and Lake County (n=400). Cook County can be further
divided into the city of Chicago (n=758) and suburban Cook County (n=742).
Because of the smaller size of the Lake County samples, analysis by
partisanship, race, or education are only reported for Cook County results.

Finally, we want to give special thanks to Ana Gonzalez-Barrera and Caroline
Bach for their assistance in preparing this report.

Chicago Suburban Cook Lake County
County
N (sample size) 758 742 400
Partisanship (%)
Republican 13 23 27
Democrat 56 45 39
Independent 30 31 34
Race/Ethnicity (%)
Black/African American 25 16 6
White/Caucasian 34 49 58
Hispanic/Latino 29 21 23
Asian American/Pacific 8 10 9
Islander (AAPI)
Other 3 3 1
Age (%)
18-29 23 18 21
30-44 32 23 24
45-59 20 24 27
60+ 25 34 28



https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/chicagos-immigrants-break-old-patterns

Overview: Chicagoland and Survey Coverage

Highlighted areas covered in the Chicago Council’s 2026 Chicagoland Immigration Survey
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Majorities in Chicago Region Say ICE Actions Have Gone Too Far

Most in the Chicago region, including seven in 10 Chicagoans (70%), six in 10
in the Cook County suburbs (60%), and a majority of Lake County residents
(56%), say recent ICE actions to enforce immigration laws have gone too far.

Most Say ICE Has Gone Too Far

How would you describe the recent actions of Immigration and Customs Enforcement,
also known as ICE, in enforcing immigration laws in the Chicago region? Do you think
they...(%)

B Chicago M Suburban Cook County M Lake County

Suburban Cook

Chicago Sy

Are about right -
Have not gone far enough -

April 13-23, 2026 | n=1,900 &
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Lake County

These views hold across racial lines in all of Cook County, where seven in 10
Asian American (72%), Hispanic/Latino (69%), and African American (69%)
residents say ICE has gone too far, as do six in 10 white residents (61%).

However, views split along partisan lines. Nearly all Democrats in Cook County
(87%) say ICE has gone too far, as do six in 10 Independents (60%). But few
Republicans agree that ICE has gone too far (13%). Instead, half of
Republicans (47%) say ICE has not gone far enough, while four in 10 (38%)
say ICE’s actions have been about right.



Most Say ICE Has Gone Too Far

[Among Cook County residents] How would you describe the recent actions of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, also known as ICE, in enforcing immigration laws in the Chicago region? Do you think they...(%)

M Have gone too far Are about right M Have not gone far enough

Partisanship
Have gone too far Are about right Have not gone far enough

Democrat 24 7 3

Independent 23
Republican K 38

Race/Ethnicity
Have gone too far Are about right Have not gone far enough

AAPI

15
Black/African American 14
Hispanic/Latino 16

White/Caucasian 19 9

n
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—

April 13-23, 2026 | n=1,500

Cook County only (@:
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Majorities Believe ICE Makes Chicagoans Feel Less Safe, Not More Safe

Trump officials stated that Operation Midway Blitz aimed to make everybody
in the community feel “safe” regardless of their political views. But ICE agents
forceful approaches to seek out undocumented immigrants—using
helicopters, unmarked cars, chemical agents, handcuffs, and zip ties—and to
break up anti-ICE protests seems to have had the opposite effect.

3

Majorities across Cook County (69% Chicago, 60% Cook County suburbs) and
Lake County (57%) say ICE actions make people in the Chicago region less
safe. By contrast, about three in 10 in Chicago proper say ICE actions make
them safer (28%), as do roughly four in 10 in suburban Cook County (39%)
and Lake County (42%).


https://apnews.com/article/chicago-immigration-federal-arrests-helicopter-trump-ice-8dbf688f78f3b6d1b8fdb989557b28c4
https://apnews.com/article/chicago-immigration-federal-arrests-helicopter-trump-ice-8dbf688f78f3b6d1b8fdb989557b28c4
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/immigration-agents-become-increasingly-aggressive-in-chicago

Majorities Say ICE Makes Chicago Region Less Safe

Do you think the actions of ICE are making people in the Chicago region more or less
safe? (%)

B Chicago M Suburban Cook County ™M Lake County

Chicago Suburban Cook County Lake County
April 13-23, 2026 | n=1,900 @
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As with most attitudes toward immigration, there are sharp partisan
differences. While nine in 10 Cook County Democrats (88%) and six in 10
Independents (58%) say ICE makes them feel less safe, nearly nine in 10
Republicans (87%) say ICE makes them feel more safe.



ICE Makes Chicago Region More Safe or Less Safe

[Among Cook County residents] Do you think the actions of ICE are making people in the
Chicago region more safe or less safe? (%)

M Less safe M More safe
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April 13-23, 2026 | n=1,500
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Most Sympathize with Protesters and Immigrants, Not ICE

Prior to immigration enforcement actions in Minnesota, which started in
December 2025, Chicago was considered the “epicenter of the Trump
administration’s crackdown on immigration.” Peaceful protesters around the
city were repeatedly met with hostile responses from ICE agents, who used
tear gas, pepper balls, and physical force to disperse the crowds.

Majorities across Chicagoland say they broadly sympathized more with the
protesters and immigrants against ICE actions than with ICE agents. Seven in
10 in Chicago (72%), and about six in 10 in suburban Cook County (60%) and
Lake County (57%) say they mostly sympathized with those protesting and
the immigrants.


https://www.hrw.org/report/2026/06/18/a-manufactured-crisis/minnesota-communities-terrorized-by-the-federal-government
https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/17/us/chicago-immigration-crackdown
https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/17/us/chicago-immigration-crackdown
https://www.npr.org/2025/10/13/nx-s1-5566785/ice-dhs-immigration-tactics-more-violentnois-judge-ruling-ice-protests-pastor-chicago-hnk
https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/10/us/illinois-judge-ruling-ice-protests-pastor-chicago-hnk

Sympathy for ICE Agents or Protesters and Immigrants

Given what you have heard or seen about the demonstrations against ICE in the
Chicagoland area, were your sympathies: (%)

B Chicago M Suburban Cook County M Lake County
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April 13-23, 2026 | n=1,900 (@
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In Cook County, majorities across all racial and ethnic groups are mostly
sympathetic to the protesters and immigrants, ranging from six in 10 white
residents (62%) up to three-quarters of African Americans (73%). Rather than
race, partisanship is again the deepest divide. And it’s a stark one: While 90
percent of Democrats and 59 percent of Independents mostly sympathize
with the protesters and immigrants, 85 percent of Republicans say they
mostly sympathize with the ICE agents.



Sympathy for ICE Agents or Protesters and Immigrants

[Among Cook County residents] Given what you have heard or seen about the
demonstrations against ICE in the Chicagoland area, were your sympathies: (%)

M Mostly with protesters and immigrants M Mostly with ICE agents

Partisanship
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Personal Reactions to ICE Operations Vary by Region

Even before Operation Midway Blitz was announced, immigrant rights
organizations and other groups in Chicago had formed “rapid response”
teams which encouraged spreading the word if ICE agents had been spotted
in neighborhoods, shared the license plates and models of the rental cars used
by agents, informed immigrants about their rights, and passed out whistles for
volunteers to use as public warnings.

For their part, Chicagoland residents say they were personally involved to
varying extents. Large majorities of at least eight in 10 residents of Chicago
(83%), Cook County suburbs (86%), and Lake County (87%) say they watched
news or footage of ICE activity in their area. Many also took part in actions to
support immigrants. Half or more report that they have frequented
immigrant-owned businesses (56% Chicago, 51% Cook suburbs, 55% Lake).
Substantial minorities (ranging from 21% to 35%) in each of these Chicagoland
areas have donated money, supplies, or time to immigrants or immigrant
advocacy groups; signed a petition on immigration issues; attended a political


https://www.nytimes.com/2026/01/14/us/ice-protests-activism.html
https://apnews.com/article/chicago-immigration-protest-arrests-agent-police-whistles-df72b2ba4e57befc085d692d227363b8

event, rally, or protest on immigration; or written or spoken to a public official
about these issues. Two out of 10 people in Chicago proper say they have
carried a whistle to alert others to ICE presence (21%) compared to smaller
percentages in the suburbs of Cook County (10%) and Lake County (6%).

Chicagoland Residents” Personal Actions

/ am going to read you a list of actions, and | would like to know if you have done each in
the past year: (% have done)

M Chicago M Suburban Cook County M Lake County

Donated money, supplies, or time to I 35
immigrant families or immigrant | R 25
advocacy groups [N 26

Signed a petition on immigration I 3 31
SSUSS N 2>

Attended a political event, rally, or = 29
I 24

protest on immigration

Written or spoken to a public official I 29
| PK

about immigration issues

Carried a whistle to alert others to ICE I 21

agents’ presence E 1o

April 13-23, 2026 | n=1,900 @
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While supporters across the political spectrum followed the news about ICE
activity in their area, Chicago and suburban Cook County Democrats are most
inclined to report involvement in other activities, especially frequenting
immigrant-owned businesses (67%), donating money, supplies, or time to

n



immigrant families or advocacy groups (40%), and signing a petition (37%).
About a third of Democrats attended a political event (34%) or contacted a
public official (30%), and a quarter report carrying a whistle (23%). A smaller
share of Cook County Independents took part in direct actions, with half
reporting frequenting immigrant-owned businesses (48%) and a quarter
donating money, supplies, or time (26%). About two in 10 report participating
in other activities, and 11 percent of Independents say they carried a whistle to
alert others to ICE presence.
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Partisan Attitudes on Residents’ Personal Actions

[Among Cook County residents] | am going to read you a list of actions, and | would like
to know if you have done each in the past year. (% have done)

W Overall MRepublican MW Democrat Independent

I S5
Watched news or seen footage of ICE — s6

activity in your area | 57
79

I S
Frequented immigrant-owned [ 290

businesses [N 7
48

: ; | K
Donated money, supplies, or time to .

immigrant families or immigrant e
26

advocacy groups

I 7
Signed a petition on immigration [ 11

issues NN 7
21

I °S
Attended a political event, rally, or [N 12

protest on immigration NG 34
20

| B
Written or spoken to a public official [ 20

about immigration issues I 30
20

I 6
Carried a whistle to alert others to ICE [l 6

agents’ presence GGG 23
1

April 13-23, 2026 | n=1,500

Cook County only <@:
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While most Republicans in Cook watched the news about ICE in their area,
about three in 10 also frequented immigrant-owned business (29%) and two in
10 say they contacted a public official about immigration matters (20%).
About one in 10 Republicans attended a political event (12%), donated money,
supplies, or time (11%), signed a petition (11%), or carried a whistle (6%). There

13



are also some divisions between Republicans: Those who do not identify as
being part of the “Make America Great Again” (MAGA) movement (29% of
Republicans, vs. 71% who say they are part of the MAGA movement) were
more likely to say they frequented immigrant-owned businesses, donated to
immigrant families or advocacy groups, or attended an immigration rally or
protest.

There are also some noticeable racial differences in these participation rates.
White residents of Cook County are more likely than average to say they have
participated in most of these immigration-related activities, while Black
Chicagoans are less likely than average to report doing so.
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Racial Attitudes on Residents’ Personal Actions

[Among Cook County residents] | am going to read you a list of actions, and | would like
to know if you have done each in the past year. (% have done)

B Overall MW White/Caucasian M Black/African American Hispanic/Latino Asian
American and Pacific Islander

I 5
]
R b e

activity in your area

80
82
I S
S I S S
Frequented immigrant-owned I < S
businesses 53
61
| K
Donated money, supplies, or time to [N 35
immigrant families or immigrant [INNENEGEEEE 23
advocacy groups 28
34
I
, . . [ 2°
Signed a petition on immigration — BE
issues 22
17
| P8
Attended a political event, rally, or __16 50
protest on immigration 25
31
| PB
. I -
Written or spoken to a public official
about immigration issues Y 24
22
I ©
Carried a whistle to alert others to ICE -_10 e
agents’ presence 18
15
April 13-23, 2026 | n=1,500
Cook County only @
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Conclusion

According to reporting by local radio station WBEZ, organizers and local
activists remain vigilant as federal immigration enforcements operations
continue in the interior of the United States. At the same time, Chicago
officials continue to resist federal efforts on this issue, including establishing
|CE-free zones in support of private property owners, tenants, and community
institutions. As broader Council research on the attitudes of Chicagoland
communities illustrates, Chicagoans see their city as a welcoming one for
immigrants—and most seem to want it to stay that way.
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https://www.wbez.org/immigration/2026/05/07/rapid-responders-immigration-enforcement-ice-puno-mimi-guiracoch-pilsen-unidos-nuestro-orgullo-casa-dupage-workers-center
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/protecting-chicago/home/ice-free-zones.html

Methodology

The Chicagoland Immigration Survey was fielded for the Chicago Council on
Global Affairs by Global Strategy Group, which conducted a survey of 1,500
adults 18 or older in Cook County and 400 adults 18 or older in Lake County
from April 13-April 23, 2026.

The study was fielded in English and Spanish in a mixed-mode telephone
(landline and cell) and text-to-web, with the telephone and text-to-web
invitations both using random digit dialing. The margin of error for the Cook
County sample is £2.5%, and the margin of error for the Lake County sample
is £4.9%.

Margin of Error by Subgroup

Region Partisanship (Cook Only) Race/Ethnicity (Cook Only)
Chicago +3.6 Republican +6.0 Black and African American +6.5
Suburban +3.6 Democrat +3.6 White or Caucasian 3.4
Cook
County
Lake County | 4.9 Independent 4.5 Hispanic or Latino +5.8

Asian American and Pacific +10.1
Islander

The data for both the Cook County and Lake County samples were weighted
to adjust for gender, age, race/ethnicity, education, PUMA (Public Use
Microdata Area), and 2024 presidential vote. The demographic benchmarks
came from the US Census Bureau’s 2024 American Community Survey 1-Year
Estimates Public Use Microdata Sample (ACS 1-Year PUMS). Self-reported
2024 presidential vote choice was weighted to the 2024 results in Lake and
Cook County.

Specific categories used in weighting were:
e Gender (Male, Female)
e Age (18-29, 30-44, 45-54, 55-64, 65+)
e Race/Ethnicity (White Non-Hispanic, Black Non-Hispanic, Asian Non-
Hispanic, Hispanic, and Other/Multi-Racial)
e Education (College, Non-College)
e PUMA (City of Chicago, Rest of Cook County, Lake County)
e 2024 Presidential Vote (Harris/Trump)

The Chicagoland Immigration Survey was made possible through the
generous support of the Walder Foundation and Schreiber Philanthropy.
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About the Chicago Council on Global Affairs

The Chicago Council on Global Affairs is an independent, nonpartisan
membership organization that provides insight—and influences the

public discourse—on critical global issues. We convene leading global voices,
conduct independent research, and engage the public to explore ideas that
will shape our global future. The Council is committed to bringing clarity and
offering solutions to issues that transcend borders and transform how
people, business, and governments engage the world. Learn more at
globalaffairs.org.

About the Lester Crown Center on US Foreign Policy

Established in 2018 with a transformative gift from the Crown Family, the
Lester Crown Center on US Foreign Policy is driven by the belief that the
public plays a critical role in determining the direction of US foreign policy
and that an informed and engaged public is critical for effective policymaking.
The centerpiece of the Lester Crown Center is its annual survey of American
public opinion and US foreign policy, the Chicago Council Survey, which has
been conducted since 1974.
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