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The US-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA)'is up for its first joint review.
Negotiated during US President Donald Trump’s first term, the USMCA
replaced the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) implemented in
1994. Now, the three governments must decide whether they want to renew
the USMCA for a 16-year period.

The outcome is uncertain. The Trump administration’s tariff policy has thrown
a wrench into the previous trade regime; Mexico’s government is pressed
between US expectations to deliver on security improvements and domestic
pressures for reform; and Canada is trying to rebalance its international
relations away from the United States and closer to Europe and China in
response to US political and economic threats. If there is no consensus
between the three governments by the July 1 deadline, yearly reviews will
take place over the next decade.

Despite the tense atmosphere, surveys fielded by the Chicago Council on
Global Affairs, Buendia y Marguez, and Nanos Research between May 29 and
June 2, 2026, show American, Canadian, and Mexican publics believe the
trilateral trade pact has been beneficial to their own economies and large

"This report uses the USMCA acronym since that is what the trade agreement is referred to in the United
States, though in Canada itis referred toas CUSMA in Canada (Canada-US-Mexico Agreement) andin
Mexico as T-MEC (Tratado entre México, Estados Unidos y Canada).
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https://www.csis.org/analysis/usmca-review-2026-six-scenarios-north-americas-future
https://www.csis.org/analysis/usmca-review-2026-six-scenarios-north-americas-future
https://thehill.com/opinion/international/5633613-brussels-visit-canadian-foreign-policy/

majorities would like the agreement to stay in force, even if the terms are
tweaked.

Key Findings

e Nearly nine in 10 Americans, Mexicans, and Canadians say relations with
their North American counterparts are important to their respective
economies.

e Large majorities (73% Mexico, 78% United States, 81% Canada) think the
USMCA is good for their economy.

e Relatively few across all three publics think their country should leave
the agreement altogether (20% at most).

e More Americans (51%) and Canadians (52%) think their countries should
remain in the agreement under the current terms, while more Mexicans
think their government should do whatever is necessary to renegotiate
new terms (50%).

e A solid majority of Americans would prefer that their leaders improve
relations with Canada and Mexico, even if it means making trade and
economic concessions (73%). Nearly as many Canadians prefer their
leaders resist compromising, even at the risk of worsening relations with
the United States (69%).

e Mexicans are more divided. A slight plurality say their leaders should
seek improved relations with the United States, even if means
compromise on Mexico’s part (49%). However, a significant 43 percent
prefer their leaders to resist US pressure to make concessions.

USMCA Publics View Each Partner as Important to Individual Economies

The USMCA underpins $2 trillion in yearly intraregional trade. While the
Trump administration’s “America First” trade policies—particularly its
Liberation Day tariffs—upended the global economy, an estimated 85 percent
of Canadian and Mexican exports continued to enjoy tariff-free access to the
US market because of the USMCA. Today, nearly nine in 10 people in all three
countries say the other North American countries are at least somewhat
important to their own country’s economy, and about half of each public says
each country is very important.

However, sectorial tariffs of up to 50 percent levied by the United States on
products such as steel and aluminum have had a significant negative impact
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on manufacturers in both Mexico and Canada. And despite Trump’s efforts to
restrict Chinese exports, China has remained economically important to each
USMCA country, with roughly half in Mexico (47%) and the United States
(52%) saying China is very important to their national economies and four in
10 in Canada saying the same (37%). Most Canadians also view the European
Union as very economically important (65%)—echoing Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney’s recent diversification efforts.

Importance of Relationships to Economy

How important are relationships with the countries listed below to the
[American/Mexican/Canadian] economy? (%)

European

. United States Mexico Canada
Americans

Very important

Somewhat important

. United States Mexico Canada European
Mexicans

Very important
Somewhat important

. United States Mexico Canada European
Canadians

Somewhat important

US: May 29-31, 2026 | n=1,023

Mexico: May 15-21, 2026 | n=1,000

Canada: May 31-June 2, 2026 | n=1,044
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Majority Support Across All Three Countries for USMCA Trade Agreement

Reflecting mutual appreciation for the trilateral relationship, at least seven in
10 in Mexico (73%), the United States (78%), and Canada (81%) consider the
USMCA good for their respective economies.


https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2026/01/16/prime-minister-carney-forges-new-strategic-partnership-peoples

Value of USMCA to Economies

Overall, do you think the US-Mexico-Canada free trade agreement, also known as USMCA,
is good or bad for the [United States/Mexico/Canada]’s economy? (% good)

B Americans M Mexicans M Canadians

United States
Mexico

Canada

US: May 29-31, 2026 | n=1,023

Mexico: May 15-21, 2026 | n=1000

Canada: May 31-June 2, 2026 | n=1044
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In the United States, Democrats are the most enthusiastic advocates for the
trade agreement (89%), though Republicans and Independents offer solid
support as well (74% among both).

In Mexico, more than two-thirds across all partisan affiliations think the
agreement is good for the Mexican economy, but supporters of Mexican
President Claudia Sheinbaum’s Morena coalition are the most likely to think so
(76%).

While the Nanos dataset did not include a political affiliation variable, a March
2026 Abacus survey found that supporters of the Conservative Party of
Canada were more likely to say the termination of the agreement would be
bad for Canada, while Carney’s Liberal Party supporters were more likely to
say it would make little difference.

USMCA Support Holds Steady in United States and Mexico

American public support for a trilateral trade deal has increased considerably
over the past 22 years—most recently driven by an uptick in positive views
among Republicans.

When the Chicago Council first asked Americans about NAFTA in 2004,
Democrats and Republicans were largely aligned, with just 42 percent overall
characterizing the trade agreement as good for the US economy.
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https://abacusdata.ca/fewer-than-half-of-canadians-see-the-end-of-cusma-as-bad-for-canada/
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Between 2008 and 2013, Republicans and Democrats began to diverge. By
2017, just 34 percent of Republicans saw NAFTA as good for the US economy,
compared to 72 percent of Democrats. The year after the USMCA was signed,
however, Republican support soared to 86 percent and Democratic support
dropped to 59 percent.

Democratic support for the agreement has since rebounded, with positive
overall sentiment toward the USMCA reaching a height of 80 percent in 2021,
and has remained solid.2

Views of USMCA

Overall do you think the US-Mexico-Canada free trade agreement, also known as USMCA
[previously: the North American Free Trade Agreement, also known as NAFTA], is good or bad for
the [US/Mexican] economy? (% good)

— Mexicans — Americans

44
42

Jul’04 Jul '08 Apr 13 Jul 17 Jan 19 Jul 21 Jun 26
May 29-31, 2026 | n=1,023 ®
CHICAGO COUNCIL ON GLOBAL AFFAIRS / IPSOS

2Chicago Council analysis shows the agreement received a “Trump bump” when it was
officially renegotiated in 2018 and took effect in 2020. Republican support jumped from 44
percent in July 2018 saying NAFTA is good for the US economy to a whopping 86 percent in
2019. Independent support also increased during that same time period (from 44% to 71%).
Democrats initially lost faith when the agreement transitioned from NAFTA to USMCA.
Between 2018 and 2019, the percentage of Democrats saying NAFTA/USMCA was good for
the US economy dropped from 79 percent to 59 percent%. But since then, Democratic
support for the agreement has been at record-high levels (see Appendix).
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https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R48964

Mexicans have also grown to see a trilateral trade agreement more positively.
Buendia y Marquez polling showed that in 2004, just 44 percent of Mexicans
thought NAFTA was good for the Mexican economy. By 2019, three-quarters
said the USMCA agreement was good for their national economy. At 73
percent today, this positive view has slightly declined but remains substantial.

While this exact question was not asked in Canada, a February 2026 survey
conducted by Nanos Research for the Business Council of Canada found that
eight in 10 Canadians believe that Canada’s trade agreements with the United
States and Mexico have had a positive effect on the Canadian economy (81%,
with 42% very positive) and Canadians’ well-being in terms of jobs and
affordability (79%, with 37% very positive).

US and Mexican Publics Tend to Think Free Trade Agreements are Beneficial

When it comes to free trade agreements in general, most Mexicans and
Americans see them as having helped their economies. Fifty-six percent of
Americans think they have helped the United States, while 26 percent think
they have hurt (26%) and 15 percent think they have made no difference. By a
similar margin, Mexicans also tend to think free trade agreements have helped
Mexico (50% vs. 12% hurt), but a substantial share think they have not made a
much of a difference (35%).

Effect of Free Trade Agreements

In general, do you think that free trade agreements between the [United States/Mexico]
and foreign countries have helped the [United States/Mexico], have hurt the [United
States/Mexico], or have not made much of a difference either way? (%)
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US: May 29-31, 2026 | n=1,023

Mexico: May 15-21, 2026 | n=1,000

CHICAGO COUNCIL ON GLOBAL AFFAIRS / IPSOS (US) @
BUENDIA & MARQUEZ (MEXICO)


https://globalaffairs.org/research/public-opinion-survey/mexicans-americans-share-positive-views-usmca-trade-agreement
https://www.thebusinesscouncil.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/2026_3005_Business_Council_Jan_Populated_Report.pdf

Majorities Want to Remain in USMCA in Current Form or with Changes

While Trump has been noncommittal on whether he would renew the USMCA

when it comes up for review and has characterized the trade deal as a burden
to the United States, these new data reveal most Americans prefer to remain
a participant in the trilateral agreement—either in its current form (51%) or
under renegotiated terms (36%).

Most Canadians also want Ottawa to remain a member of the agreement
under the current terms (52%) or in a renegotiated form (24%), despite
polling showing that Canadian opinion of the United States has recently
reached some historic lows,

Mexican opinion of the United States hit its most unfavorable point (629%
unfavorable) in 2025, according to Pew Research—the highest registered
among Mexicans in their polling since 2002. Yet Mexicans also endorse
staying in the USMCA, though they differ somewhat from the other North
American publics on the terms. A plurality prefer that Mexico do whatever is
necessary to renegotiate the terms of the USMCA (50%), while 19 percent say
it should continue under the current format.

Mexicans are also more likely than their North American counterparts to think
their country should do whatever is necessary to leave the USMCA (20% vs.
8% Americans and 7% Canadians).


https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/5919295-trump-usmca-trade-agreement/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/10/world/canada/trump-canada-mexico-trade-deal-usmca.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/02/19/5-charts-show-just-how-badly-the-us-has-torpedoed-its-relationship-with-canada-00787084
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/07/24/canadians-opinions-of-the-us-and-its-president-are-at-or-near-historic-lows/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/07/11/with-trump-back-in-office-people-in-mexico-view-the-us-much-more-negatively/

View of the USMCA

Which of these statements comes closest to your own point of view? (%)

B Americans M Mexicans M Canadians

The [United States/Mexico/Canada] G 5
should continue to be a member of |IIEIEINING °
USMCA under the current terms I 52

The [United States/Mexico/Canada] I 36
should do whatever is necessary to [ IIIEIEINGNGGEGGGGGGGGN 50
renegotiate the terms of USMCA NN 24

The [United States/Mexico/Canada] I 8

should do whatever is necessary to |G 20
leave USMCA I 7

US: May 29-31, 2026 | n=1,023

Mexico: May 15-21, 2026 | n=1,000

Canada: May 31-June 2, 2026 | n=1,044
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Mexicans’ desires to renegotiate the terms of the USMCA or leave the
agreement entirely may partly reflect the Trump administration’s recent
policies toward Mexico, particularly tariffs. Joint Chicago Council-Buendia v
Marquez polling conducted in 2019 during the USMCA negotiation found that
Mexicans were far more concerned about a potential trade war (86%) than
Americans (52%). And 2026 data show that solid majorities of two-thirds or
more in Mexico think US tariffs against their country have hurt their household
costs (74%), economy (69%), and jobs (63%).

Majority in Canada and Many in Mexico Want to Resist Concessions

When it comes down to making a deal, Americans are much more inclined
than the other two publics to compromise. Three-quarters of Americans

prefer that US leaders seek to improve relations with Mexico and Canada,
even if it means making concessions on trade and economic issues (73%).

Mexicans are more closely divided, though a slight plurality would like their
leaders to improve relations with the United States (49%). Still, nearly as many
would prefer to resist compromise—even at the expense of relations with the
United States (43%).


https://globalaffairs.org/sites/default/files/2020-11/report_mexicans-americans-share-positive-views-usmca-trade-agreement_20190506.pdf
https://globalaffairs.org/sites/default/files/2020-11/report_mexicans-americans-share-positive-views-usmca-trade-agreement_20190506.pdf

Canadians stand out most in their reticence to compromise, with seven in 10
thinking their leaders should resist making concessions on trade and
economic issues, even at the risk of worsening relations with the United States
(69%). This number mirrors the sharply negative turn last year in Canadian
attitudes towards the United States.

Preference for North American Relations
Would yvou prefer that [American/Mexican/Canadian] leaders: (%)

W Americans M Mexicans M Canadians

Seek to improve relations with Mexico 73

and Canada, even if this means
making concessions on trade and
economic issues

N
[\S]

Resist making concessions on trade
and economic issues, even if this
means worsening relations

with Mexico and Canada

Seek to improve relations with the
United States, even if this means
making concessions on trade and
economic issues

49

Resist making concessions on trade
and economic issues, even if this
means worsening relations with the
United States

US: May 29-31, 2026 | n=1,023

Mexico: May 15-21, 2026 | n=1,000

Canada: May 31-June 2, 2026 | n=1,044
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https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2025/07/24/canadians-opinions-of-the-us-and-its-president-are-at-or-near-historic-lows/

Conclusion

Mexico and Canada have formally communicated their preference for a 16-
year renewal of the USMCA. While the official US stance is not yet known, US
Trade Representative Jamieson Greer has stated that there will be no
rubberstamp extension. If there is no consensus between the three
governments by the July 1 deadline, the agreement will remain in place until
2036 with annual reviews. While those reviews represent opportunities to
update the agreement, they could potentially inject increased uncertainty into
the market, rolling back gains from agricultural and industrial integration.

Overall, the American, Canadian, and Mexican publics see relationships with
their North American counterparts as important to their economies. But while
a solid majority of Americans support taking steps to improve North
American relations, a majority of Canadians and a significant minority of
Mexicans are willing to risk worsening relations with the United States if it
means their countries avoid making concessions on trade and economic
issues. These responses likely reflect public reactions to US policies that
extend beyond trade.

Still, recent polling conducted by the Chicago Council on Global Affairs,
Buendia y Marquez, and Nanos Research shows that all three publics want to
maintain free trade and continue under the USMCA, whether in its current or
modified form.
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Appendix

American Views of NAFTA and USMCA

Overall, do you think the US-Mexico-Canada free trade agreement, also known as USMCA
[previously: the North American Free Trade Agreement, also known as NAFTA], is good or
bad for the US economy? (% good)

= Qverall = Republican === Democrat Independent
90
86 88 89
\/ 78
M 74
74
72
Jul Jul Apr Jul  Jan Jul May
04 08 13 17 19 21 26
May 29-31, 2026 | n=1,023 @
CHICAGO COUNCIL ON GLOBAL AFFAIRS / IPSOS

Methodology
Chicago Council on Global Affairs - Ipsos (United States)

This poll was conducted by Ipsos from May 29-31, 2026, using the probability-
based KnowledgePanel®. This poll is based on a nationally representative
probability sample of 1,023 adults age 18 or older.

The study was conducted in English. The data for the total sample

were weighted to adjust for gender by age, race/ethnicity, education, Census
region, metropolitan status, and household income. The demographic
benchmarks came from the 2025 March Supplement of the Current
Population Survey (CPS).
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Specific categories used were:
e Gender (Male, Female) by Age (18-29, 30-44, 45-59 and 60+)

e Race/Hispanic Ethnicity (White Non-Hispanic, Black Non-Hispanic,
Other, Non-Hispanic, Hispanic, 2+ Races, Non-Hispanic)

e« Education (Less than High School, High School, Some College, Bachelor
or higher)

e« Census Region (Northeast, Midwest, South, West)
e« Metropolitan status (Metro, non-Metro)

e Household Income (Under $25,000, $25,000-$49,999, $50,000-
$74,999, $75,000-%$99,999, $100,000-%$149,999, $150,000+)

The margin of sampling error is plus or minus 3.1 percentage points at the 95
percent confidence level, for results based on the entire sample of adults. The
margin of sampling error takes into account the design effect, which was
1.04.

Buendia y Marquez (Mexico)

The target population for the survey consisted of Mexican adults, 18 years of
age or older, registered as voters and residing in housing units within the
national territory. The survey was designed, supervised, and collected by
Buendia & Marquez. Interviews were conducted face to face using structured
guestionnaires. The survey produced 1,000 complete interviews, and the
results are representative at the national level. Fieldwork was conducted from
May 15-21, 2026.

The sampling frame was assembled using official electoral and geographic
information from the National Electoral Institute (INE). The sample design was
probabilistic, as all selected units had a known and non-zero probability of
selection, and multistage, since the final respondent was selected through
several stages

The reported results are based on weighted frequencies. The weighting
variable incorporates both the sampling selection weight and an adjustment
factor for marginal sociodemographic distributions using a raking algorithm.
This iterative proportional fitting procedure calibrates survey weights so that
the weighted sample totals match known population totals for control
variables, in this case sex, age, and education. Each survey question has its
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own margin of error. Considering a design effect of 1.3, the overall margin of
error is +3.53 percentage points at a 95 percent confidence level.

Nanos Research (Canada)

This survey was conducted by Nanos Research from May 31-June 2, 2026,
using a Random Digit Dialed (RDD) dual-frame hybrid telephone and online
omnibus survey. This survey is based on a nationally representative
probability sample of 1,044 randomly selected adults age 18 or older residing
across Canada.

The study was conducted in both English and French. Respondents were
recruited via live interviews with live supervision, and research questions were
administered online. A maximum of five call-backs were made to those
recruited, with calls placed between 12:30-5:30 p.m. and 6:30-9:30 p.m. local
time. A six-digit postal code was used to validate geographic location.

The data were weighted by age and gender using the latest Census
information (2021), and the sample is geographically stratified to be
representative of all regions of Canada. Smaller areas such as Atlantic Canada
were marginally oversampled to allow for a minimum regional sample.
Specific demographic categories captured include:

e Geography: Atlantic Canada, Quebec, Ontario, Prairies, British Columbia
¢ Gender: Men and Women
e Age: 18 years and older (18-34; 35-54; 55 plus)

The margin of sampling error is plus or minus 3.0 percentage points at a 95
percent confidence level for results based on the entire sample.
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About the Chicago Council on Global Affairs

The Chicago Council on Global Affairs is an independent, nonpartisan
memlbership organization that provides insight—and influences the public
discourse—on critical global issues. We convene leading global voices,
conduct independent research, and engage the public to explore ideas that
will shape our global future. The Council is committed to bringing clarity and
offering solutions to issues that transcend borders and transform how people,
business, and governments engage the world. Learn more at globalaffairs.org

About the Lester Crown Center on US Foreign Policy

Established in 2018 with a transformative gift from the Crown Family, the
Lester Crown Center on US Foreign Policy is driven by the belief that the
public plays a critical role in determining the direction of US foreign policy
and that an informed and engaged pubilic is critical for effective policymaking.
The centerpiece of the Lester Crown Center is its annual survey of American
public opinion and US foreign policy, the Chicago Council Survey, which has
been conducted since 1974.
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